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Editorial - 


At one time | used to enjoy smoking 
a pack and a half of cigarettes a day. 
Until one day | got bronchitis while on 
holiday in Europe and could not stop 
coughing for three weeks. 

Finally, somebody suggested | quit 
smoking and | did, because the cough 
syrups didn't work and the womyn I was 
sharing a tent with couldn't 'hack' me 
anymore. 

Miracle of miracles, the coughing 
stopped completely two days after 
throwing away the Players Light! | 
have rarely had a cold since and would 
never dream of smoking another 
cigarette again. At least not volun- 
tari ly. 

You see, just two hours at the Roost 
on a Friday night and | can smoke eight 
cigarettes without ever lighting one 
and taking a drag. All you have to do 
is breath normally and in a room full 
of smoke it is equivalent to smoking 
four cigarettes an hour. 

Everybody knows second-hand smoke 
affects non-smokers, but does anybody 
care? Why is it that although three 
out of four Canadians do not smoke, 
the smoker's right to smoke seems to 
be balanced by the non-smoker's right 
not to breathe? 

All | ask is that smokers think 
about what they are doing to other 
people when they light up a smoke in a 
public place. Then perhaps they wil] 
decide to smoke outside, or at another 
time or place. 

Consider what you are doing. First 
of all you should realize you only 
inhale 4% of a cigarette. The other 
96% goes directly into the air and 
lungs of other people. The tar parti- 
cles, being the opposite electric 
charge as the human body, cling to the 
clothes and hair of others. That is 
why our clothes smell so nauseating 
after a dance. Fortunately for the 
smoker, the smell is not so bad due to 
the damaging effects of smoke on the 


inner lining of the noses This aise 
however, the least of our worries. 

The really serious effects of 
second-hand smoke are caused by potent 
carcinogens, such as benzpyrene, 
present in the tar component. Also, 
there are gases, such as ammonia and 
formaldehyde which irritate the lungs 
and eyes. | usually cough up phlegm 
for a couple of days after a Womonspace 
dance and gave up wearing my contact 
lenses a long time ago due to smoke 
and dust tne the ang. 

If you happen to be the one out of 
every four Canadians who suffers from 
asthma or heart and lung diseases, then 
your asthma attacks may become worse 
and the heart and lungs suffer reduced 
blood capability to carry oxygen, when 
exposed to a smoke-filled atmosphere. 

All of this sounds pretty serious 
when you consider that most of us must 
spend about 90% of our time indoors 
breathing air that is regularily 
contaminated with second-hand smoke. 

So if you are a smoker, think about 
cutting down or quitting entirely. 
Extinguish your cigarette rather than 
leaving it unattended when you go up 
to dance. Think about the people you 
may be harming or irritating when you 
smoke in a public place. Then, if you 
still want to smoke, smoke outside or 
in a different room than the non- 
smokers, play with a pencil or chew 
nico-ban gum, because if you do not, 
one of these days you may not have the 
choice to be considerate. 

Deborah 


MORE ON HUMAN RIGHTS 


Those of you who received a letter 
from Les Young in reply to your letter 
of support for inclusion of sexual 
orientation in the Individual 
Rights Protection Act will be familiar 
with the following excerpt: 

'| share your view that the ability 

tO .carry out the duties. of 4 job 

should be the foremost requirement 
of an employee and that sexual 
orientation should not be a consi- 
deration. duty ars sunderstood.,, of 
course, that sexual orientation and 
sexual practice are personal matters 
and should remain so. As you are 
aware, neither sexual orientation 
nor Sexual, practice. (sa visible 
characteristic. An employee's 
sexual conduct will not usually be 
known unless it is somehow communi - 
cated by the employee to the employer 
or to fellow workers. Because 
sexual orientation and practice are 
not visible characteristics and, 
unlike religion, should not be 
conducted publicly, they are 
different from protected character- 
istics mow in the Act. ' 

The letter which follows is Terri 
response to Mr. Young's views. 


S 


Lindy Pratch 


NOMINATIONS OPEN 


The position of membership secretary 
is up for grabs; Marilyn N. hes done 
a great job since October, but has had 
to resign. Nominations and voting will 
be held at the February general meeting. 
Any member of Womonspace is eligible 
to run; on the job training will be 
provided. Consider running or nomina- 
ting someone! The nominee must accept 
nomination at the meeting on February 
Ewelfth., there is a possibility that 
the position of secretary will also 
become open during the February general 
meeting. 


Dear ink.  YOuUnG:, 

Thank you for responding to my 
letter and supplying information that 
| requested. 

| strongly agree that ability to 
carry out ones duties should be the 
foremost consideration of an employer. 
To assume however that sexual orienta- 
trom “rill inot wsuahiy be known... ete. 
is a gross misjudgement. | am sure 
your employer and coworkers are very 
aware of your sexwal orientation, Mr. 
Young. You have communicated this 
fact clearly to them and without fear 
of retribution. Assuming you are 


married (l'm sorry, | don't know your 
status) you may keep a picture of your 
wife on your desk, invite associates 


to your home, bring your wife to work- 
related social functions and be seen 

to be more than casually aquainted with 
her. (l may hazard a guess here that 
these circumstances may improve your 
job performance.) 

You imply that sexual orientation 
should not be made known to an employer, 
therefore eliminating any discriminatory 
actions. . | farl to see how tits: 1s 
possible if one simply behaves as a 
human being without trying to hide 
anything. Without benefit of banners 
or news releases, coworkers and 
employers will soon realize a person's 
sexuality. Therefore, | must assume 
you feel homosexuality should remain 
in the closet for the protection of 
alt soetety, “his. 1 fears ts avsorry 
misconception. No part of society 
would benefit from this situation. 
Intolerance to one group soon leads 
to intolerance of many. 

Perhaps the ''straight'' WASP majority 
feels threatened because all those who 
in the past have filled the role of 
inferior or scapegoat are now protected 


by law. No longer can your blame the 
woes of the world on Jews, blacks, or 
women!! Who is left? 
Yours sincerely, 
1. Neske 


GALA 85 
June 20-27, 1985 


Plans for GALA (Gay and Lesbian 
Awareness) 85 are underway. The first 
committee-of-the-whole meeting was 
held Jan. 18 and there are lots of 
ideas for events--ranging from Womon- 
space's wonderful Wine & Cheese to a 
public forum on the Political Signi - 
ficance of Drag for Men and Women, to 
the picnic at Rundle Park...and on and 


on, as we start planning our activities. 


If you're interested, have any ideas 
or suggestions, or if you're able to 
help--last year's activities were an 
enormous success--call Liz(481-5973) 
or leave your name on the Womonspace 
line. 

Watch the newsletter for more 
information. See you at GALA 85. 


Liz Massiah 


P.Se) Watch for:details ‘of the 
"Benny Goodman Black Tie & Tails 
Spring Prom'' benefit dinner and dance 
for GALA--probably in April. 


(4) GALA ‘CIVIL RIGHTS COMMITTEE 


The GALA civil rights committee has 
been busy, with a brief respite over 
Christmas to recharge our batteries 
for the work of the spring. 

Several of us went to Calqary (iid. 
Kathryn, Maureen, Janet, Tom, and 
Barry to be specific) to meet with 
representatives from groups there. We 
were delighted--14 women and men 
attended the meeting, despite it belma 

a warm, sunny Saturday afternoon. 
We explained our activities and 
provided samples of all our printed 
materials. To our delight, we now 
have a GALA committee in Calgary, 
chaired by Jane Ellena and Dan. 

The letter campaign continues with 
new letters being drafted regularily 
and taken to the bars and dances. 
Maureen recently took letters to the 
planning meeting of the Alberta Women's 
NewsmagaZine. 

GALA meets with Les Young and the 
Social Planning Caucus on the afternoon 
of January 23. Interestingly, while 
in Calgary on the 18th, Les chose to 
announce this meeting to the press-- 
this shows that we are having an effect 


THANKS KATHRYN 


New Year's Eve at the Saxony Inn 
was terrific. One hundred and fifteen 
of us spent a wonderful evening, 
dancing, eating the great buffet, 
drinking champagne and being elated 
by each other's energy, as we brought 
in the new year. 

We had been apprehensive to be sure, 
(would the staff really be OK, would 
there be security hassles) but the 
worrying was unnecessary. The flowers 
were lovely (even lavender!) , Annie's 
music kept the dance floor filled and 
we hated to leave. 

More than that, we showed that we, 
as lesbians, are indeed fine--that we 
can fully participate, publicly (the 
Saxony Inn knew we are a lesbian group) 
in the ordinary events that non-lesbians 
take for granted. 


on him and on the other MLA's. The 
meeting will be history by the time 
you read this, but at least we wil] 
have tried our collective and individual 
best to show the legitimacy of our 
demand to our elected officials. 
We'll keep you posted. 
Liz Massiah for 
GALA civil rights committee 


We appreciate your efforts in 
organizing the event, Kathryn; answering 
all those phone calls for tickets, 
greeting us in your dressing gown at 
all hours as we picked up tickets, and 
for handling all the details so well. 
We're looking forward to the next New 
Year's Eve dinner and dance--thanks 
again for helping us feel good about 
ourselves and for enabling us to show 
our fineness publicly. 


Liz Massiah 


ANOTHER FOR THE FIGHT 740 


Until recently | had never given pee ig Rd, 
pornography much thought. | was / \ yi 
metther for nor against--1m fact, | BOOK REVIEW { SES ~<YG Of 
would purchase a magazine every once ¥ PY ee 
in a while. SAMA CYL ¥ aia ~ eet Br 

One night my lover made her feelings — Roc et he Oe Oe == A ental, 
known about some of the things | was = Ee a = 
Pe reeameonano Gur heme eee wo ON esbianism and feminism by Nym 

i g sf ; eats 2 , Ean wa tughnes, Yvonne Johnson and Yvette 
a a ae eas oak ae. ss Perreault ($12.95) is a book I've been 
such materials. She gave me a er Sate e: - ; oe pare 

: ; ~ ; SS Wail ehnGg fOr On Vears. | lites as 
keasOns DUC TIE just didn’t hit home. ra! ee ee a ee 
= - > Nise DSr. 
It hadn't dawned on me that it effected = =u : ern . : 

: d as Published by Press Gang in Vancouver, 

me in a personal way, that the pictures = 


sotepping Out of Line takes an in-depth 


and articles were more than just a Se ee es ee AP ; 
; - : “@ look at lesbian life and community in 
form of "entertainment = 6 . 
Tt “ re . : “we Canada from a perspective of organizing 
ne other ni we saw the movie = i 
g Se ie tor Change. Whe book grew out of a 
Not arlove: Story < a film about Porno= = , ee oy Sa 
= a er a nee ua Workshop on lesbianism and feminism 
raphy. ome o e things that are Sat : 
SHE Fein . M : t@ conducted by the authors with over 40 
Oing on make me sick inside. y view Sle . 
: ; ‘ ia _ ee ; w@women's groups in B.C., and we benefit 
as taken a complete turn around. See ease at 
‘ : “wo from that experience. 
There were scenes of womyn in bondage = Steno tne ane Stitt oa Say 
) = : »tepp ; Sie 
hanging upside-down, of womyn with S J - = - gS 
aging ees tea format paperback with plenty of 
gags, Of womyn being beaten, there was ey eatin ; ; 
Bee Me d ¢ a f wa iNSptring photographs and an impressive 
EVEN ea! Dil CEulrce rom Ss COvelr © a = yc z : 
eS ee rae - a a : list of lesbian resources, both there 
I Ine 1a @ a naked womo : 
i : : w@e@and in the U.S. To get your copy 
going through a meat grinder and coming — ae ae ae 
: ze check out your local feminist or gay 


out as hamburger. 
ls this supposed to be showing the 
real us?’ Tome it's just another way 


the male has of trying to show us he's SUAUAUUCU UU AAU U-U UU UP Pens 


“@ bookshop Of White Press Gang. 603 
t@Powell Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6A 1H2. 
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im comp lene “control of us. I don*t 

know about you, but | don't want/need a sick fantasy they got from a movie 

anyone trying to tell me that the only or book. 

way | can have sexual pleasure is to l'm a womon, not an actress in 

bow down to any kind of dominance and someone's pornographic fantasies, and 

be subjected to the humiliation that | refuse to be treated as such. il *m 

goes along with it. sick of having to prove Im a person, 
Pornography is constantly trying to not just another piece of meat waiting 

rorce Us to believe that the womon is to be screwed by someone! 

eo bow down to satisfy every male need, | have a lot more interests and 

especially sexual, and telling us, concerns than the porn-market gives 

"Honey, it's just too damn bad if you me credit for and ill be shewinad 

aon < like it that way.” men what they can do with their crude 
Now that | finally understand what's remarks and sick attitudes towards me 

going on around me, as far as porno- as a womon. 

graphy is concerned, I'm not going to | wonder if the men would find it 

take it anymore. Something has to be as sexually arousing if they were bound 

done, and it has to be done now. helplessly and then hung upside-down 
eli ebeeaumiughty cold day: jm hel by their feet instead of us. 


before | let anyone use me to live out Geeta 


Lesbian Concentrate : A Lesbianthology ALIX DOBKIN, KAY GARDNER, PATCHES ATTOM 


of Songs & Poems. (Olivia) Lavender Jane Loves Women. (dist. by 
This album was released in answer Ladyslipper Music) 

to the Save Our Children campaign BY Alix Dobkin, from the album jacket; 

Anita Bryant, Lesbian Concentrate is ‘My music comes from and belongs to 


a positive action taken by a group of women experiencing women. So does my 
lesbians to combat prejudice and life. Lavender Jane is irresistable! 
ignorance. Part of the proceeds go to Long live Dyke Nation! Power to the 

the Lesbian Mothers National Defense moment! 

Fund in the U.S. he 1S 2 Wwencer ru Thilieiree or Geiaeeeca doc ome | 
collection from a variety of lesbian and iswone of the. first to be compleress 
FeCOnding arbrsts. Some Classites in produced and engineered by and for 
women's music appear on this album, ano ise Sato oe eae variety of 
including ''Ode to a Gym Teacher", music, from traditional folk songs to 


''Kalua Mama'', Sweet Woman'', ''Woman Alix's voice-training yells to original 


Loving Women'' and ''Leaping Lesbians". lesbian compositions. Lavender Jane 
It is a highly recommended introduction fo Seibeauiy pull Ieee =o Gee oe 


3 ; : 
to novices of lavender women's music. album. 


The album comments are all by Lindy 
Pratch, with help and suggestions by 
Elaine K. and Lynne. 


EADY SEI PPER 


-Ladyslipper is a non-profit organi - 
Zation in operation since 1976. 

“Intention. is to Wmeréasestne 
availability of and audience for 
women's music. 

-Accomplish this through promotion 
and distribution of recordings by 
women on independent labels, through 
their catalog. 

-Records and tapes are grouped under 
many headings, from specifically 
feminist music to-elassi calle spun 
rock and soul. 


"Women's music is a form of -Special sections are on music for 
communication among ourselves. There children, other languages, and those 
is a very important need for cultural of “herstori¢al © literary Wnteiesee 
expression of women's experience from -Ladyslipper also makes a number of 
a feminist perspective. Women's music first albums available. 
gives expression to a lot of women's -Catalog descriptions of each 
experiences not validated by the culture recording are very detailed, 
at large.'! -Catalogs available from: Ladyslipper 
from THE BOSTON GLOBE, ''Cool Sounds, Ime FO Box 1307, DUNS ae 
Feminist Melody'' by Kay Longscope, From Catherine Bennart us arene lem 


ee | my sake THE BODY POLITIC, Oct, G4." tsneaee 


’ 


V. LYNNE WEEDS. 


Lynne writes and sings feminist, 
anti-nuclear, and non-sexist children's 
songs. She wrote ''Strong Proud Woman- 
song'' for International Woman's Day a 
few years ago. It is now a theme song 
for IWD and hit the top 10 on alterna- 


tive music charts in Edmonton last year. 


SvbeGeawGrdise IS. the title cut from 
Lynne's cassette; it has been widely 
played in Western Canada. 
Your Guns’ is currently gaining popu- 
larity. Lynne's cassette is available 
at Common Woman Books. Watch for more 
from this Edmonton performer. 


WOODY SIMMONS. Oregon Mountains. 
(Deep River Records, dist. by Olivia) 


A fresh country/bluegrass album 
teacturing 10 original tunes: It's 
down-home, toe-tapping music using 
mostly acoustic guitar and banjo. 
Woody's more recent album, titled 
Woody Simmons, has less of a bluegrass 
flavour and ts mot quite the. delight 
Oregon Mountains is. 


ie 
i 
fol 
= 
= 
= 
= 
St 
cae 
= 
= 
k=; 
- 
ae 


ROBIN TYLER. Always a Bridesmaid. 


(distributed by Olivia) 


Robin Tyler is.a sharp-witted 
lesbian comic tackling such subjects 
as racism, organized religion and 
sexism om this album. It is sure to 
be shared around with all your friends. 


"Damn You and 


CRIS WILLIAMSON. 


Changer and the 
Changed. (Olivia) 


Cris' lovely soprano voice and the 
dream-like quality of her songs have 
made this a #1 bestseller in women's 
music. Over 150,000 copies have been 
sold worldwide. The second edition 
has been re-engineered for an improve- 
ment in sound over the original 19/75 
edition. | have the older version and 
still play it over and over. 

If you were at the Womonspace New 
Years» Eve dance, youl? remember that 
many of us joined hands and sang along 
to “send of the Soul’. ~ ihe other cuts 
from this album are equally good. 
Cris' music generates that warm/proud 
sensation that makes us feel so good 


about ourselves. 
CR as 


FERRON. Shadows on a Dime. (Lucy) 


Ferron's throaty alto is unmistakably 
her own. Her introspective, sensitive 
lyrics speak of being human, of love 
between women, and of survival. She's 
both tender and tough, with a warm 
sense of humour--never syrupy. Folksy 
melodies gently support the emotion in 
her poetic images. 

This album has received rave reviews 
in papers across this country and in 
the States as well; the VANCOUVER SUN, 
NEW YORK NATIVE, and ROLLING STONE to 
name a few. It was voted best Folk 
Music Album of the Year 1984 in Canada. 
Whether or not you are familiar with 
Ferron's previous album Testimony, 
(also recommended), Shadows on a Dime 
Sean mus: te 


NATIONAL LESBIAN TOUR 


left 


day 


Oi wast mMOMene || 


out, 


When we 
Oia (Ne dieu 
Banff. | taking 


roads and enjoying 


was 
driving towards 
the back- 
the scenery a lot. 
is a place the map that 
intrigued me, so | wanted to 
Not 

it turned long 
stretch of bare highway outside Dog- 
pound is a large hill, covered with 
Grave lana big) stones. Whee. iin the 
niddle not much 
around--on stony hill 
was a huge women's symbol - 2 - made 
from an arrangement of big rocks. it 
have been about 50 or 60 feet high, 
Who put it there? How 
it been there? There weren't 
even any neighboring farms to stop and 
ask. So | took it to be an auspicious 
start to my journey. 

Got to Banff by dark, 
campground, and | found 


was Various 


Dogpound on 


always 


9ass by and see what was there. 


Wukela. VS oluhan Olina 


houses, 
the 


nowhere--no 
the: hace) On 


of 


must 
very visible. 


long has 


camped ina 


myself surrounde 


Part #2 


d 


by all women camping, most of them alone. 


warden at the 
sending all the women to 
Mostly they weren't too 
SO een wt to 
next 


Maybe the park gate was 
one spot. 
conversational. 
ese ColmecKete 
B.C. Now 
evolve routine of 
town, finding a campspot 


loa 


was my 
Revelstoke, 


on 


the 
| began 


day in 
basic 


to my 


driving into 


and phoning my EON Gacis. In 


places where there was no campground, 


| trusted my luck and phoned first and 
hoped I'd get an offer to camp in their 
yard Mostly, people were very generous 
insiScing Iestay. in thelr wmMoUses, Sue. 
So overall it worked out along the way. 
Revelstoke is a railway and logging 
t on the Vrans-Canada, about hallt— 
way between Calqary and Vancouver. So 
there are lots of tough guys and red- 
necks. There's a small gay community 
mostly men. Their association 


NOt hhoOonlen. membe rship of 


12 men and 1 womon. |! was quite nervous 
making this, my first phone call, but 
got an immediate warm reception and an 
(MMWitewton VarSiuk ccine home con Wayne, the 
man who'd replied to the letter I'd 

seme during my man lout earliver. He 
invited a couple of other men over and 


really good time talking and 


The 


we had a 


comparing note one womon was 


’ 


(S) 


out of town, unfortunately. | heard 
from them what became a familiar 
scenario; of keeping not-too-visible 
and putting up with occasional harass- 
ment. Actually, Revelstoke was the 
only place where | heard of physical 
violence, but there are many other 
ollaces J didnt Visit wineme iees 
probably similar. Mostly, people were 
happy to have contact and very willing 
to tell me what it was like in their 
town . 

| left them with Womonspace and 


Metamorphosis pamphlets and went back 
enthusiastic 


this 


campsite feeling 

about journey. 

Also that night 1 got my first thunder 
leak--and being near 


to my 
and reassured 


torm--tent didn't 
ve Okanagan it dried off quickly in 


Y 


(ae Trix 


Ye morning. 
Then it 
and Okanagan areas. 
lesbian 
lt was a 
by 
for 
Ie Op 
BG. 


Kamloops 


down into the 


There 


Shuswap 
gay and 
Delires Cn WC - 
hard decision to have to pass 
but I'd planned a route 
myself felt | had to stick wi th 
1!'d be all summer touring just 
There's a 


wes on 


are 
groups in various 
some areas, 
an d 


= 


long-standing group in 
and another in Terrace; so 
[I et, Chere sexta timer 

| passed through Salmon Arm, a 

place where | used to live, 
not out then and had no 
there. Then on to Vernon about 
south. There are two groups 
of there: The Okanagan 
Coalition, which is primarily 

a feminist group, but with its compo- 
of , elanel Telme igiG. (Rural 
Lesbians Association. They operate 
of the office, with many of the 
same RolksiNe 1S < hese ly= 
knit group of womyn who live rurally, 
have rurally like =cor 

to be mainly a casual, social 


perhaps 
delight ful 
but | 
contact 


Was SO 


SON miles 
(laeyie i 
Women's 


know 


nent lesbians 
out 
same 
members. 
lived or would 
lt seemed 


support group with no regular meetings 


Oir Owe 4se ionic lt seems generally 

in small places that womyn (and men) 
need fitstily Ene Socal wconteac tana 
knowledge that there are more of us 

out there when the need arises. Only 
in larger places are people more 
Organized and visible. ln Truinal aneasic 


NATIONAL LESBIAN TOUR - continued 


it seems mainly an issue of feeling 
connected, in somewhat of an underground 


way. Most rural communities appear to 
be not ready for upfront political work 
pViGiE 
There is a gay association in 
Kelowna, but as | got no response after 
writing twice, | passed them by. | do 


not yet have the courage to go into a 
town and ask where the gay people are. 


So, | spent a delightful evening in 
Vernon talking with two womyn. One of 
them remembered me from the mid-/0's, 
when | did food co-op work. We were 
both straight then. The next day was 
the beginning of a womyn's festival in 
Nelson, in the Kootenays. The two 
womyn left that evening, with me staying 
Inv then mouse overnight - 

Early next morning (Saturday) | set 


Olf Or a tehnirive. scene dirive down 
through the end of the Monashee Moun- 
tains and Arrow Lakes region to a spot 
in the valley called Vallican Whole. 

lO Wasa typical rural B.C, scene (as 
l've come to know it)--lots of old 
pick-ups in various states of disrepair, 
odd vans and assorted old cars. And 
dogs. I'd written to the Nelson 
Women's Center, and even though I'd had 
NOmneD Ive i thought Id check nits Ouie:. 
lt was sunny and hot; the air smelled 
wonderful and there were interesting- 
looking womyn all over the place. A 
few workshops were going on, but 

mostly womyn wandered about up tents 
and seeing who was around. There was 
also some good skinny-dipping in the 
swimming hole. Lots of dogs partook 

a5 Welle ty TeNe CUES einjOveGh Tie: 
Standing naked in the water | got 
introduced to the co-ordinator of the 
lesbian wing of the B.C. Federation 

of Women, and had a good chat. 

Later, at the supper hour | tried to 
make myself known to some womyn at the 
front desk of the community hall where 
this festival was held, but no one 
seemed to know much. Finally | found 
one womon who knew of my trip and had 
seen my lecuer., ouic nee mUen linkers 
had been expressed. I was rapidly 
getting the impression of a small 
closed society tucked away in the hills, 
self interested and not very outgoing. 


This impression was reinforced during 
the festival. The only womyn who made 
any outgoing effort at all were two 
dykes from the States who'd recently 
moved to Nelson. They talked a lot of 
how hard it was to make any inroads 
into this community at all. This was 
somewhat of a surprise, because for a 
long time !'d heard how terrific the 
womyn's community was in Nelson and 
area. But 1t fit with my own impres— 
sions generally. Everyone seemed very 
concerned with relating specifically 
Lome imeowinn a (ttle Teme le. 

[ Went off too bedrim my emit ‘Kee ling 
quite disappointed. The dogs had now 
begun sharing my tent because | felt 
they spent enough time in the back of 
the truck while | drove all day. 
Terrible thunderstorms in the night 
with great huge crackings of thunder 
had the dogs huddling up to me as close 
as they could get. The tent leaked a 
bit. At about 4:30 am we made a run 
for it and just made it to the truck 
when a fierce hail storm came down. 
Quite a noise on the roof of the camper, 
but we were warm and dry. When it 
finally ended, tents everywhere were in 
heaps, mine included, but that strong 
B.C. sun had it all dried off by late 
morning. People were a bit more 
friendly, but not markedly so. | 
attended a workshop on 'Feminism the 
Theory--Lesbianism the Practice?' and 
felt that the Womonspace drop-ins at 
EWP were far better. The discussion at 
this one seemed quite superficial and 
too much what | call '"'hippy-trippy''. 
| felt once again that our community 
in Edmonton is doing good solid work. 

So ended my B.C. sojourn and | 
headed east through the Crow's Nest 
Pass, which was fer flatter than |"d 


expected. | was eager to be on the 
road again--the days in Vallican Whole 
had been a let-down--I felt put off by 


the insular closed-ness of the community. 
Maybe it's an aspect of life when 
surrounded by mountains. 

However, | felt confident that 
things would pick up again along the 
way--there were still thousands of 
Miles stor go=-and I was iTighta Stay 
tuned for further adventures across the 


prairies. 
Jude 


Ff} 
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Now, why do you suppose so many of 
us Lesbians have to ‘find’ ourselves 
these days? We can be seen running 
both into and out of quick committments 
and relationships, apartments and 
houses, looking for Ms Right anda 
meaningful intimacy(ies)--we're looking 
fol Somethinga — Dor your Eninkiitys Ipakt 
of our natural development as a culture? 
Has it occurred to you that you might 
not “have anything) to: find=.ctinliess. of 
course, something has been lost in the 
first place? After all, you are your- 
self and always with yourself first. 
How can you need to find something 
that's right with you every second? 

Yet 
ourselves, in a sense, when we let go 


, sO many of us women do lose 

a friendship, change or stop our lover 
relationships. This can be very 
frightening too because for some of us 
it can mean a distant sense of reality 
and a crippled self confidence. By 
losing ourselves | mean that because of 
the anxiety we feel, we displace or 
distance our feelings of pain, sorrow, 
and sometimes anger. It is so uncom- 
fortable that we make every effort to 
be rid of it (or them) and we do that 
by trying to keep it from our awareness, 
and each other, and run like hell, 
hoping we will then experience freedom 
anid sree t- 

We don't realize for a long time how 
much energy this requires nor what it 
does to our health and general ability 
to notice everyday wonderful brief 
moments--like the sensuous warmth of 
the sun on our face, someone we like 
smiling from across the room, or the 
delight of children playing in the 
street. Throwing away and separating 
will not restore a sense of value and 


being. Nor will it help us feel more 
rooted, secure and powerful. We'd do 

a much better job to build and add to 
what we already have in ourselves and 
relationships. But how? We all know 
how our emotional suffering can some- 
times throw us into such a real despair 
that we think of nothing but our 


wrenching misery and it goes around us (1) 


in circles. Yet, we must hope that 
our suffering will soon give birth to 
an element of wholeness and a greater 


i) 


wisdom of the heart. 

In striving to overcome the suffering 
produced by our anxiety and pain we 
need to look within and discover 
different parts of ourselves. We need 
to know what's REAL, what's pure 
FANTASY, and what might be possible 
for us in the future. Our responses to 
these points will help sort out the 
emotional tangles that deep us locked 
in unresolved conflicts and unfinished 
relationships--that need reconciliation, 
fergiveness and completion. 

Reconstruct the lines of your memory, 
feeling, and existence that make you 
the valuable person you are. Whether 
you choose the confidence of friends, 
your journal or formal therapy, it 
needs to be done. 

Think of this as a challenge--a 
chance this moment, for your 1life-time-- 
no super committments, but the possi- 


HMher Or er Mews Clwreiceme, Exel eine 
life system for yourself; one of 
optimism and change. You are being 


asked to try new ways of thinking and 
behaving, of taking risks. You are 
going to use your own WOMAN-BODY POWER-- 
your own reactions, interests, intellect 
and observations--to restore those lost 
parts of yourself. Let's stop running-- 
we have what we're looking for--all our 
desires and strengtins Meed WUst oR be 
named, shown around. At this time get 
acquainted with and learn to create 
and nurture your WOMAN POWER to 
encourage your autonomy. 

It is ourself that we have to try 
to accept rather than find, regardless 


Of What Chaes and anxilety 'sUipnounas 


us. There's no other place you can 
find it except within yoursel f--your 
mind, body and feelings. evs ieineire 
right now: 

Your meaning is your life--deeds, 
wishes, reactions, experiences--and 


what you decide to do with it each 

day, week and year. You can change 

that meaning any time you decide to, 

and any time you are ready to go through 
the steps essential to change. 

One more thing; remember you're not 
alone. There are many of us women 
working on the same and we need each 
other. 

Anne: Mageau 


Manva EmMamiks Loo Wavne Or Pets 
Ole donating the Tleowers tor oll New 


Veale Seve Dimmer Dance: 


THE FLOWER STORE 


11754 Jasper Ave., 


Edmonton, Alberta Phone 488-4356 


Ardelle L. Dudley (403)483-6320 


_#& Women’s Counselling 
Services of Edmonton 


\ 14503 -90 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta TO ROV1 


BiGesSISTERS POLECY GHANGE 


Big Sisters of Saskatoon have 
changed their policy regarding lesbians 
Hing matcned with Jittle sisters. A 
few years ago the local organization 
Piebig Sisters passed a policy prohib- 
bting lesbians from being big sisters. 
That policy was revoked by the board 
and now lesbians wishing to be a big 


seston will be judged on the same merits 


that other women wishing to be big 
PISLenhs ane screened. 

Parents of daughters looking for a 
big sister will be asked if they have 
any objections to their daughter having 
a lesbian big sister. Parents are also 
questioned about areas such as religion 
and any other areas they may have 
concerns about with their child's 
pocrential big sister. 

Big Brothers of Saskatoon continue 
to reject gay men as candidates for 
being big brothers. 


From PERCEPTIONS, no. 11, p. 11. 


DREAMS 


You're stillin the nightas I lay 
watehing you, 

Your breath in whispers, 

\s the darkness takes visions of 
you away, 

[ close iny eyes feeling you warm 
beside me. 

I fallinto the depths ofa dreain, 
Knowing I'll find you there. 

Seeing all the things we two ean 
share, I'mcontent to lay ana 
dream because it's there I 
find what I wantinreality. 


Then Lawaken to the flames of 
sunlightin my room. 


I lay motionless so as not to 
disturb you. 
Andas the sleep goes from my eyes. 
[realize, as always, it's only 
make believe 
But I'l wait for tonight when 
you're here with me again 


Even if only ina dream. 
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ALBERTA WOMEN'S NEWSMAGAZINE 


The Alberta Women's Newsmagazine 


avi tes SUOIMSSTOAS Ow TES Tilirse issue. 
the theme will be on the advances, 
struggles, and hopes of women in the 
last decade: ine focus will be on 
limita lomeall Women se Dian. Please send 
WOE SUMO SS ONS Oi elas jeUlorll 1 Cae tron 
c/o 11612 - 94 St., Edmonton T5G 1H8 
The deadline for these submissions 
« February 22, 1965. ie Soul Welnie aia 


i 

rURrcNe IimnOmmerclOm aloxewic Tene MeaWwSs= 

. contact Kathryn or Elizabeth 
via the Womonspace phone line--488-2918. 


magazine 


EMERGENCY FIRST AID FOR 
A BROKEN HEART 


A Note on Music and Books: 

Musthe cam be the perfect too] for 
either indulging in or distracting you 
from your present emotional upheaval. 
Dent be unduly comcerned if you find 
your musical tastes shifting during 
this penrod. Highly sophisticated Top 
40 listeners like myself have been 
known to switch to country and western 
music for several months following a 
big breakup. ''You did me wrong'! songs 
that you can sing along to can be fuse 
the thing. Other women have confided 
that lyrics of any kind are more than 
they can take and switch to a Muzak 
Station. As for printed matter forget 
reading anything that requires too 
much concentration. Start with girl 
meets girl pulp novels and People 
magazine before attempting the latest 
in feminist theory. Amd don't worry 
about getting dumb. 


From 'Broken Heart Art' card by Mary 
Linn-Hughes, Women's Graphic Center, 


1984. 
THE LESBIAN ARCHIVES 
OF MANITOBA AND NORTH-WESTERN ONTARIO 


The Lesbian Archives of Manitoba 
North-Western Ontario officially opened 


in September, 1984. It is located near 


Kenora, Ontario, 135 mites east of 
Winnipeg, just off the Trans-Canada 


ri ghway . 

The goals of the founding archivists 
are tO preserve, honour and share the 
herstory of gay women and to make this 
accessible to both rural and Urban 
lesbians. Too often there is no 
accessible community of recorded her- 
story so a lesbian mistakenly feels 
she is the only one. 

OUR present «collection consists of - 
publications, clippings, unpublished 
, records and memorabilia 
preserved in Winnipeg through various 
lesbian organizations from the early 
/0's to present, as well as individual 
collections. 


papers 


These holdings include a number of | 
Canadian lesbian and women's periodical 
published in the early 70's (Pedestal, 
The Other Woman, Long Time Coming, 
Belly Full, Velvet Fist, Windsor Woman, | 
On Our Way and newsletters from across 
the country.) Also there are lesbian 
and women's publications from the mid 
and late /0's from Winnipeg, Saskatoon, | 
Calgary, Vancouver, Thunder Bay, 
Toronto and Montreal. There are a 
number of lesbian and gay publications 
including one of the first issues of 
The Happenings'! from Winnipeg in the 
late 60"s. Their "Girl's Page’ makes 
interesting reading indeed! We also 
have a number of American papers and 
Magazines. Few of these collections 
are complete, so if anyone has any to 
donate, please contact us. 

Other holdings include unpublished 


papers, memorabilia, books, tapes 


’ bd 


posters, buttons, a large number of 
clippings and some organizational 
records. 


We need your ce and support 
in the form Of materi< . free adver- 
tising, or maney. We would like our 
existence to be made known to all 
lesbians who are living in, or who 
once lived im, this area, So wleace 
spread the word. 

Donors may categorize their materials 
as 1) open; 2) restricted access: or 
3) no access for a specified time 
period. In the case of photographs 
and other unpublished material which 
identifies individuals, doners shoul 
obtain the permission of these indi- 
Viduals before sending this tomus. 

We plan to publish a short news letter} 
listing our holdings. Subs wil lepemcs 
for > issues; SUstaihing Ssubsmozeeoun 

For more info or to make a donation: 
Erin Cole lsabel Andrews 
LiwAsWeRs Row Rs ae 
P One Boxe hy KENORA, Ontario 
WINNIPEG, Manitoba PIN 3W8 
R2M 4AS Phone 807-548-4325] 
Phone 204-256-7740 
Make cheques payable to L.A.W.R. (Archive 


HIGHLIGHT OF THE JANUARY MEETING 
Important Notice to Minors 


A year ago, Womonspace members 
agreed to allow women under the age 
of 18 into our dances so they could 
enjoy themselves with other women. 
However, according to Liquor Control 
Board regulations, minors may not 
consume alcohol (like anywhere else). 
Our liquor permit is at stake if a 
minor is caught either drinking at 
the dance or stopped after leaving the 
hall. Therefore, beginning with our 
January dance, anyone who appears to 
be underage will need to provide 
pieture |.D. at the request of door, 
ticket, bar or security volunteers. 
If a woman cannot provide |.D., she 
will have to leave. In addition, any 
minor must be signed in by a Womonspace 
member who is at least 21 years of age 
and who agrees to take responsibility 
for the minor not drinking during the 


% GATE 


evening. If the minor is caught 
drinking, both she and the woman who 
signed her in will have to leave’ the 
function. ns 
— sy 
LESBIAN DROP-IN | 
Every Thursday is drop-in night 


from 7 - 9 at Every Woman's Place. 
(9926 - 112 Street) All women are 
welcome. 

LESBIAN TALK NIGHT 
Third Thursday night of each month 

/ =—"9 pam. (or later) 

Every Woman's Place 
Gather for an evening to discuss 
issues of lesbianism/feminism. 
Bring your suggestions for topics 
(mdeas, articles, books. to read, 
At the end of each evening we choose 
our topic for the next Lesbian Talk 
Night and decide if we need to 
distribute reading materials. 


etc) 
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GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUAUTY ALITY 


10173104 St. EDMONTON (403)424-8361 


PINK TRIANGLE DANCE 
(Not your average Valentine's Party) 


GATE is holding a mixed dance on 
February 23rd, 8 pm at Bonnie Doon Hall 
(9246 - 93 St.) The Christmas event 
was great fun, so dig out your dancing 
shoes and bop till you drop. 


EDMONTON AND AREA Qig YELLOW PAGES 


We are accepting submissions from 
skilled women who wish to offer their 
services to other women. This infor- 
mation will be compiled into a directory 
which will be available free of charge 
to women in the Edmonton area sometime 
this springs Centact 433-3559 or 
write 9721 - 89 Ave. Edmonton T6E 2S1. 

Lynne Weeds & Jeanne Rioux 


February 17, 1985 
"VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN'! 


Series No. 2 


In this series we explore the 
violence in our lives as women. There 
are three main films, all to be held 
at the National Film Board Theatre, 
10031 = 103° Ave: 

1:00 pm. ''Loved, Honoured and 
Bruised'' is a film about wife abuse. 
It shows the complexity of these 
Situations, the difficulties which 
battered women experience when they 
try to leave and some of the resources 
available to them. Facilitator for 
this film is Halyna Freeland, described 
as a feminist activist and wonderful 


person. 
2:15 pm. In “Hookers on Davie” 
prostitutes discuss their lives and 


thelr postition in Societys Fact li- 
tators are Lyn Fraser and Cheryl Kehoe 
who are involved with the Alliance for 
the Satety of Prostitutes) Calgary. 

4:30 pm. "'Night Without Fear'' js 
a powerful film exploring the many 
issues Of concern to women. It is 
structured Ghto three parts: the first 
considers women's fear of walking at 
night, the second part interweaves 
images of women in commercials and 
pornographic tapes, and the third part 
shows women in action, campaigning to 
effect change. Facilitator for this 
film is Mair*Smith, Feminist activist 
who's main goal in life is to empower 
women. 

Admission donations will be 
appreciated. (14) 

aa 


MOTORCYCLE FOR SALE 


1981 550 Suzuki, like new, 1/00 km. 
w/ krauser bags, roll bars. Best 
offer. Phone Karen: 483-6350. 


FUEM FESTIVAL 


WOMEN: Reflections on Ourselves 


March 10, 1985 
Mts, Nie Dye 


Series No. 3 
Celebrations Specials" 


Womonspace is co-sponsoring the 
March edition of the Women's film 
festival put on by Common Woman Books. 
The topic is ''Women Relating to Women.!'! 
Five films will be shown on Interna- 
tional Women's Day at the N.F.B. 
theatre (10031 - 103 Ave.) 


11300 am =-"Daughterite” 7s about 
mothers and daughters. 

100M prin= =U Pos ti Love!”. 

200 pm -= "Chris € Bernie! portrays 


two women setting up house together and 
raising kids. 

“In the Best interest of the thiids 
deals with lesbian mothers (no time 
given at printing). 


7:00 pm -- "On Guard" is a new wave 
women's adventure film. 
In between screenings there will be 


discussion groups; two of these will 
be led by women from our community-- 
Pauline Belanger and Ardelle Dudley. 

Admission donations will be 
appreciated. 
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"Oh, it wasn'tas early as 'S¢t. Pepper' 
I didn'teome out until 'Abbey Road'." 


Rees oh THE WOMONSPACE CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS 
Activities ~ PARTY, December 1984. 


Photographs by Deborah. 


GENERAL MEETING 


General meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at E.W.P. 
(9926 - 112 St.) at 7:30 pm. Next one 
is on February 12. Everyone is welcome. 


NEWSLETTER MEETING 


The next newsletter meeting will be 
held on Sunday, February 17, at 6:30pm. 
lf you would like to attend, please 
contact Lindy at 469-2143 for more 
information. 


BOARD MEETING 


This month's board meeting will be 
held Febriiary 6, 72:00 pm, at Liz's. 
Phone 481-5973 for further info. 


CROSS-COUNTRY SKI PARTY 


March 10th is the afternoon for 
recreation and relaxation with a ski 
outing co-sponsored by Dignity and 
Womonspace. There will be a map and 
more info in the next issue of 
WOMONSPACE NEWS. 


SESE SESE SOE SOE EEE 


ARLENE MANTLE 


Treat yourself to an evening of 
wonderful music and great singing. 
Arlene Mantle in concert Saturday, 
March 2, 8 pm at Edmonton Public 
Library Theatre. Arlene Mantle - 

a singer who cares about making the 
world a better place for lesbians, 
workers, the poor, all women. Tickets 
95.00, available from Meaghan at 
479-0623 or 424-3073 (ASWAC). 
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WOMONSPACE 725.45 
DANCE 8pm to.1:30am 


HAZELDEAN HALL~ Adm.- Members $5 
9630-66 AVENUE Non— $6 
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